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ORIGIN OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 



FIRST LECTURE. 
A. — Imtboduction. 

I. What is a revolation ? Advancement by evolution and by rev- 
elation compared. Natural selection and artificial selection in 
social institutions. Ours the age of social dynamics. 

II. General importance of the subject ; causes of the violence of 
the Revolution; its nature as compared with the Protestant 
or Puritan Revolution; effect of the French Revolution on 
Europe. 

III. Remorseless logic of the French mind (see President White's 
syllabus, I) ; its eflPects seen in the evolution of feudalism in 
France; other illustrations; contrast between English and 
French minds in this respect; inter-relations of French and 
American history; relative importance of studying the causes 
rather than the events of the Revolution ; lessons of the French 
Revolution for Americans. 

IV. Educational value of the subject. 

1. As requiring an application of the comparative method; 

a study of cause and e£Pect. 

2. As a£Pording a training in the study of politics and 

social science. 

y. Contradictory opinions as to the nature of the Revolation 
when it began and since (Tocqueville, 18). 

VI. Historical materials ; leading authorities and works of refer- 
ence; bibliographies. 

REFERENCES. 

White, Evolution and Revolution : Sloane» pp. 21 ff. ; Cherest, I, pp. 2 ff.; 
TocqaeTllle, Old Regime; 13 ff.; Lltchenberger, 10-13; McCarthy, I, 10".; 
RocqaaiD, Tlie Revolutionary Spirit^ Introduction ; Stephens, French RevolU' 
Uon, I, preface and pp. 1 ff. ; Mlgnet, 1 ff. ; Bodley» I, 72 ff. ; Sorel, VEurope 
ft la Bev. Franc, I, 1 ff 
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B. — Obigix of the Three Pbivileged Classes. 

I. The clergy. 

1. After the dissolution of^ the Roman state and before the 

rise of the nobles or the king, thej were (1) the 
Church, t. e., organization; (2) Religion. 

2. They received a reward in (1) influence, (2) tempo- 

ral offices and powers, (3) vast wealth. 

II. The nobles. 

1. Before the 12th century they became : 

a. A check on the clergy. 

6. The only police force of Christendom. 

2. Their reward. 

a. Sovereign rights and dominion; the so-called 

feudal rights. 
&. Vast and lucrative privileges ; the so-called feudal 

incidents; also the special rights sanctioiied 

by customs of each flef . 

III. The king. 

1 . After feudal isolation was complete he arose : 

a. To end private war and establish himself as 

referee in feudal disputes. 
6. To teach men the meaning of national life and of 

national law. 

2. His reward was absolute power: with Philip IV, 1285- 

1314, he was already in the ascendency; with Louis 
XI, 1461-82, feudalism was extinct and absolutism 
established; with Louis XIV, 1643-1715, despotism 
was complete: ** L'dtat c'est moi." 

IV. Were the rewards fairly earned by each class ? How long 
might they be justly retained ? At the Revolution, what were 
the services rendered by each class? 

REFERENCES. 

Taine, Andtnt Segime, 1-12 ; Lowell, 11-24: Boitean, IS ff. ; Jaeger, A-Mj 
Mathews, 1 ff.; Allison, ffUt, of Europt, 1,11 ff.; Perkins. 1-22; HalUun,''Jfftl- 
dl* Ag€8, 1, 170 ff . ; Dabney, 1-10 ; Van Laun, 1, 1 ff . ; Kitcnin, 1, 182 ff. : GuiiMib 
HUtory cf CivilitaHon, III, 995 ff. 
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SECOND LECTURE. 

The Nobles and the Clergt Undeb the Ancient Regime. 

I. Extent and value of their privileges. 

1. Distribution of population. 

a. Total population about 26,000,000. 

6. Nobles, 140,000. 

c. Clei^y, 130,000. 

d. Third Estate and rural population about 25 , 780,000. 

Definition of Tiers Etat before the Revolution 
and after it began ? 

2. Distribution of property. 

a. Of landed property. 

6. Of revenue and capital. 

c. Thus property remained with the clergy and nobles 
while sovereignty was surrendered. 
8. Exemption from taxation, equal to a very large share of 
the property of the two classes. 

a. How regular taxes were evaded by the nobles ; ex- 
amples (Taine, Aiicient Regime^ 16 flP.). 

6. How the vingti^mes and the capitation were evaded 
by the clergy (Taine, 16-19; Lowell, 218). 

4. Remnant of feudal privileges. 

a. The higher clergy were really nobles possessing the 

same powers as the temporal nobles. Contrast 
between the noble-clergy and the curis, 

b. Examples of dues of nobles. Example of an 

estate with "excellent dues": those of Blet 
and Brosses (Taine, 24, 404 ff.). 

5. The army of the Ancient Regime; privileges of the 

nobles (Lowell, chap. vii. ; Boiteau, chap, x ; Mathews 
3, 27 ff.) 

II. Local services : why they were not performed. 

1. Local services of German and English nobles and 

gentry. 

2. Peculiar condition of the resident seigniors in France. 

a. A few retained their original position and per- 

formed original services. 

b. Suspicion on the part of the central power and its 

effects. 

c. Absenteeism : causes ; influence of middlemen ; 

how hardships of the peasant were aggravated 
by absenteeism. 
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8. Game privileges and captainries. 

4. In the courts of law the nobles still performed some 
service (Lowell, 108 flP.)- 
Ill, Public services : why they were not peformed. 

1. The rise of the intendant system had deprived the nobles 

and clergy of their ancient public functions. ( See 
next lecture.) 

2. Clergy, as an order, selfish; their chief aim was 

a. Buying exemptions ; 

b. Securing the possessions of heretics ; 

c. Using their assemblies as a shield for their order. 
8. The nobles. 

a. Had no central assemblies; limited influence of 

provincial assemblies. 

b. Had monopoly of military offices and sinecures; 

of clerical sinecures. 

c. Had monopoly of lay sinecures; the ^' governor- 

ships" (Taine, 66-7). 

d. Had monopoly of court sinecures (see next lec- 

ture) . 

REFERENCES. 

Tatne, Aneient Regime^ 13-85, 404 ff. ; Mathews, 12-30; Lowell, Eve of 
Bev,, 26 ff., 70 ff., 83 ff., 103 ff., 207 ff.; Boitean, 1-50; 167-204; Tocqneville, 
Old Begime, 38 ff., 95 ff. ; McCarthy, I, 353 ff. ; Jaeger, chaps. 1-iv. ; Sepet, 
44 ff., 120 ff.; Dabnej, 1 ff., 26 ff*; Felxotto, 78 ff.; VanLann, I, 1-32; Miche- 
let, 85 ff. ; Gardiner, Iff. 



THIRD LECTURE. 
The Eixg, the Intendant, and the Coubt. 

I. An absolute monarch : pretensions and helplessness. 

1. Impossible for the king to perform the duties under* 

taken by him. 

2. Lack of system in administrative affairs. 

a. No statistics or adequate official reports. 

6. No rendering of accounts ; cash acquittances. 

8. In theory, France was the king's private estate; con- 
trast with the revolutionary doctrine (Taine, 80). 

4. Selfish appropriation of the nation's substance as pen- 

sions for favorites and fnends (Taine, 83-4). 

5. The king loses the sense of social duty f^n^ b^cpmea 

a trifler. 



n. The central administration (Lowell 4-10; Tocqueville, 
book II, chap. ii). 

1. Chief ministers: Controller of Finances; sometimes 

a prime minister; Keeper of the Seals, etc. 

2. The five royal councils. 

a. Council of State, of Despatches, of Finance, and 
of Commerce: each of the four with nine 
members. 

6. Privy Council or Council of Parties : comprised all 
the members of the first four councils; also 
thirty councillors of state, several intendants 
of finance, and eighty mditres des requStes (all 
lawyers). 
8. The Parliament of Paris and the twelve provincial par- 
liaments. 

a. Judicial powers. 

b. Power of Parliament of Paris to register king*s 

legislative edicts. What is a " bed of justice " ? 
A '* royal session"? 

4. Royal administrative officers in the provinces (Lowell, 

8 ff., 207 ff. ; Tocqueville, book II, chap, ii, 19). 

a. Division of the provinces into pays d'Etat and 

pays d'Election, 

b. The thirty-two OHeralitSs. 

1 . Each had an intend ant chosen from the mditres 

des requHes^ and hence privy councillors. 

2. Each intendant had under him several local 

sub-delegates or other subordinates. 

3. Mixed functions. 

5. How the intendant system caused a double fiscal bur- 

den to be laid on the people. 

6. Each province had a royal governor; his place was a 

sinecure; this, with the other sinecures, added a 
third fiscal burden (Taine, 66 ff.). 

7. Rise of small peasant farms (censives) before the Rev- 

olution; why this increased discontent (Tocque- 
ville, book II, chap. i). 

III. The Court. 

1. The '* military staff on furlough." Versailles, the home 

of the Court. 

2. The royal household. 

a. The household of a prince or princess (Taine, 

91). 

b. The king's military retinue. 

c. The king's stables. 
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d. The chase and game preserves. 

e. The "faculty." 
/• The royal table. 

g. The total force in the household. 
8. The royal drawing-room (Taine, 98 ff., 128 flP.) 
a. The royal service is in the hands of noblefs. 
h. The nobles are place-hunters, 
c. The drawing-room a ** hot-house for the trans- 
planted aristocracy." 

4. The king's occupations. 

a. Publicity of his life. 

h. The Levee : its five acts (Taine, 104-107). 
c. Court etiquette and ceremony (Lowell, 17-21 ; 
Young, 14; Taine, 140 ff.). 

5. The king's amusements: The chase; balls; theatres; 

receptions; gambling. 

6. Imitation of the royal court by the nobles and clergy. 

a. At Versailles (Taine, 113-9). 
6. In the Provinces (Taine, 119-22). 

REFERENCES. 

I. The Conrt and Society. — Taine, book II., chaps. 1, 11 ; Sepet, 60 ff. ; 
Mathews, 31-41; Lowell, chap. 11; Boitean, 137-166; Saint- Amand, Marie 
Antoinette and End of Old Regime, 1-12 ; lb., Court of Louis XV; Lady 
Jackson, The Old Begime, and her French Court and Society ; Saint Simon, 
Memoirs; Argenson, Journal et MSmoires; Da Barri, MMoires; Mason, 
Women of the French Salon^ in Century, vol. XL, pp. 77 ff., 878 ff.; also her 
fktlons o/Bev., in 76., XLI, p. 803 ; and her Salons of Emp, and Best., in lb., 
yLLlly pp. 13 ff. ; Vizetelly, Diamond Necklace ; Desnoiresterres, Voltaire et 
la Societe Francaise. 

II. The King and the Intendant System. •— Taine, 77-85; Mathews, 
1-11; Boiteau, 61-136; Lowell, 4 ff., 207 ff., 230 ff.; Sepet, 73 ff.; Tocque- 
.yiUe, book II, chaps, ii, xiz, passim. See also the works of Bouchard and 
Stonrm named in the *^ Select Bibliography.'* 



FOURTH LECTURE. 

Taxation the Pbixcipal Cause of Misebt and Ikdustrial 

Depression in France. 

I. Greneral character of taxation. 

1. Relatively the average amount of taxea (thirty- two 
livres per capita) was not high : (a) compared with 
that of contemporary England; or (6) with that 
of modern France (Lowell, 207'-8). 



2. Bat the lower classes suffered greatly because the taxes 
were unequally distributed : 

a. Inequality as to places: Pays d'Stat taxed less 

severely than the pays d'election (Lowell, 
208-13). 

b. Inequality as to persons in both direct and indi- 

rect taxes (Lowell, 218). See second lecture for 
exemptions of nobles and clergy. 

II. Direct taxes. 

1 . The ecclesiastical tithes ; and the cens^ champart^ loda 

et ventes^ and other feudal dues, being practically 
though not nominally, direct taxes. (See second 
lecture.) 

2. The taille and its ** accessories." 

a. Fell only on the unprivileged : what were ** peas* 

ant lands" ? (Lowell, 214). 

b. Two kinds : 

1. The taille reelCj a true land tax found in 

Southern France. 

2. The taille personelle, existing in most of France, 

and payable on profits of land and on all 
forms of industry. The perhonelle was 
often levied at the residence (Lowell, 
214). 

c. The arbitrary mode of levy and assessment. Col- 

lectors, 8-7, elected by the people of each com- 
munity; these were personally responsible; 
ignorance and hardships of the collectors 
(Lowell, 215; Taine, 354-7). 

d. The liability of the community was joint : conse- 

quences? "Morton's Fork" in France (Taine, 
854 ff. ; Lowell, 216-7). 

8. The twentieths or vingtihaee, 

a. Fell on nobles and unprivileged classes; clergy 
had bought exemption. 

6. A rate was nominally eleven per cent (two twen- 
tieths and four sous). 

c. Liability was individual not Joint. 

4. The capitation or poll tax. 

a. In character, an income tax falling on all inhab* 

itants. 
6. On the unprivileged it was levied in proportion to 

the personal taille. 
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c. Only nominal exemption of the very poor. The 
** Blue Man" [or the levy of a garrison (Taine, 
353; Lowell, 219). 
5. The corvkCy being in effect a direct tax. 

a. Villein services, exacted of argricultural laborers 

and farmers. 

b. Distinguished (1) as feudal; (2) state; abuses of 

the latter (Lowell, 226-7). 

III. Indirect taxes (Lowell, 220-7 : Taine, 358 ff.). 

1. Comprised about one-half of all taxes (Lowell, 213). 

2. Ferme or *' farming" system ; oppression by the French 

Publicans. 
a. Sale of the taxes by the Controller General to the 

Farmers-General every six years. 
6. Who were the Croupiers? Necker's reforms, 1780 

(Lowell, 221). 

3. Kinds of indirect taxes. 

a. The gabelle : partook of the nature of a direct poll 

tax; abuses and harshness of its administra- 
tion (Taine, 358; Lowell, 222-3). 

b. Tobacco tax : amount consumed, 15,000,000 lbs. ; 

amount of tax, 3^ livres- a pound (Lowell, 
223-4). 

c. The aides or excise on wines and cider. 

1. Levied on both consumer and producer. 

2. Immense charges on wines carried through 
France to Paris (Taine, 360-2). 

d. Traites or duties on imports and exports : levied 

not only at the frontier but at the numerous 
internal customs boundaries (See map in 
Gardiner, 9 ; cf. Taine, 361 ; Lowell, 224). 

e. The Octoris or duties on food entering the city 

gates (Taine, 361 ; Lowell, 226). 

IV. Results and observations. 

1 . Proportion of income taken in taxes. 

a. Startling conclusions of Taine for certain localities 

(Ancient Regime^ 349-52). 
&. Probability that the actual assessment was not 

equal to the nominal (Lowell, 227-8). 

2. What was the real amount of exemption of the priv- 

ileged classes ? (Lowell, 227-8). 

3. Evils of the arbitrary system : the people compelled to 

torture each other (Taine, 354-7, 862 ff.). 
a. Vast numbers of collectors rained. 
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b. Enforced delinquency; profit on the scribes and 
other bailiff's men. 

4. Flight to the towns ; how the latter shifted their bur- 

den (Taine, 368-70). 

5. Hatred of the privileged classes a conseqaence of fiscal 

oppressions (Taine, 320-3). 

V. Resulting condition of the peasantry. 

1. Privations. 

2. State of agriculture. 

3. Are Taine's conclusions extreme? Views of Lowell, 

Duval, Babeau, etc. (Cf. Bodley, I, 85 ff. ; and 
especially Morley, Crit. Misc, I, 1-23). 

REFERENCES. 

Taine, book V, chap, ii, 329-402, 305 ff. (burgesses) ; Boitean, 346-97 
Lowell, 206-229, 186 ff. ; Sepet, 86 ff. ; McCarthy, I, 365 ff. ; Dabney, 93-106 
Mathews, 15 ff.; Tocqneville, 112 ff., 124 ff. (tallle), 151-169, 282-3, 303 ff. 
Daval, Cahiersy pp. v-xvii ; Poncins, Les Cahiers^ 203-220. See further the 
works of Babeau, Stourm, Bouchard, Gomel, Brunetl^re, Ballly, Viibrer, 
and Desjardins mentioned in the '^ Select Bibliography.*' 



FIFfH AND SIXTH LECTURES. 

French Thought in the Eighteenth Century : Voltaire 

AND THE Overthrow of Theological and 

Intellectual Absolutism. 

I. At the beginnlDg of the 18th century the thought of France 
was dominated by three kinds of absolutism which were to be 

destroyed. 

1. Theological and intellectual absolutism against which 

Voltaire arose (see Lowell, chap, iv.) 

2. Scholastic absolutism against which Diderot arose. 

3. Political and social absolutism against which Rousseau 

arose* 

II. General character of the 18th century Renaissance. 

1. The intellect of France was found in the Third Estate 

and proscription of thought had arrayed it against 
the Ancient Regime (Buckle, I, chap. xii). 

2. The thought of France was permeated by English 

ideas: ^'Anglomania" (Buckle, I, chap. xii). 
8. The thought of France entertained two principal ingre- 
dients (compare Taine and Morley). 
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a. The scientific spirit. 

1. Physical science. 

2. Science of organic matter. 

8. Moral philosophy becomes speculative. 

4. The comparative method applied to history. 
h. The classic spirit leading fo hasty generalizations. 
4. The thought of France shows two distinct phases 

(Buckle), 
a. Before ca. 1750, it is directed especially against 

Church and religion — theological absolutism. 
h. After ca. 1750, it is especially directed against the 

Government — political and social absolutism. 

III. Contemporaries recognize the state of the Church and re- 
ligion as adequate causes of the Revolution (Rocquain, Eevo* 
lutionary Spirit). 

IV. The mission of Voltaire. 

1. Character and genius of Voltaire. His education by 

the Jesuits. Significance of his long life and early 
associations with the noblesse. 

2. His brilliancy and versatility. 

a. As a poet. 
&. As a scientist. 

c. As an historian. 

1. ^is merit. 

2. His defect. 

d. As a moralist. 

8. It was his special mission to overthrow Authority and 
enthrone Reason in its place, 
a. Voltaire was the Great Humanist of the 18th 
century; Voltairism may be regarded as the 
counterpart of the Reformation and the 
Renaissance. 
h. Effect of his visit to England. 

1. What he observed. 

2. What he failed to observe. 

3. Influence of Locke, Newton, Bolingbroke, 

Shakespeare, Collins, and Wools ton. 

4. The Lettres Philosophiquea (Lowell, chap. iv). 
c. Cause of his attack upon the Church. 

1. The clergy still practically assumed to be 
**Religion and the Church," yet they were 

a. Grossly superstitious and ignorant ; 

b. Intolerant : 

1. Jesuits. 

2. JansenistB. 
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c. Licentious and sceptical. 

d. Narrow in their conception of Christian- 

ity. 
2. Voltaire lacks the trae historic sense (Maine, 

Ancient LaWy 86). 

8. His method of attack. May his mockery be 

jQstified? 

4. The anti-religious spirit and ultra-scepticism 

of France was temporary (TocqueviUe, 

18 ff.). 

d. The mission of Voltaire should be kept distinct 

from the incidents of his literary and private 

life. It was necessary to destroy the good with 

the bad ; the future would adjust and rectify. 

REFERENCES. 

Voltaire, (Suvres; Condorcet, Vie de Voltaire (Geneva, 1787) ; Morley, 
Voltaire; Straass, Voltaire; Maogras, Voltaire et Bousseau; Alller, Vol' 
taireet Calas; Lowell, chap, iv, v, 40-69; L^vy-Bruhl, 169-206; Flint, 289- 
804 ; Bersot, La Philosophie de Voltaire (Paris, 1848) ; Buckle, History of 
Civilization^ I, chaps, xii, ziii (Voltaire as a historian), and chap, ziv; Da 
Bois Rejmond, Voltaire in seiner Bezifhung zur Naturwissenschaft (Berlin, 
1868); Saigey, La Physique de Voltaire (Paris, 1873); Parton, Voltaire; 
Sloane, 3 ff., 19 ff.; Mathews, 58 ff. ; Peizotto, 8, 12, 20, 29-30, passim \ 
McCarthy, I, 46 ff . ; Taine, Ancient Begime^ book 111, chaps. 1, il. Index; 
Saintsbary, in Encyc, Brit., article ^^ Voltaire." See also Carlyle's essay, 
and the works of Mahrenholtz, Forster, Meyer, Macdenald, and Desnoires- 
terres 



SEVENTH LECTURE. 

French Thought in the Eighteenth Century : Rousseau and 

THE Theory op a Law and State op Nature; 

Overthrow of Social Absolutism. 

A. — History of the Revolutionary Idea. 

I. First stage ; the maxim of the Stoics — " Live according to Na- 
ture " ; explanation of the physical and moral universe. 

IL Second stage : Sir Henry Maine's theory : Stoicism and the 
Roman Lawyers ; the embarrassment of the latter : how could 
Jns Gentium and Jus Civile be reconciled? Reconciliation 
effected through misconception of Stoic theory — they thought 
that the Jus Gentium was the lost code of nature. The vast in- 
fluence of this conception on state of Rome. Question of the 
validity of Maine's theory. 
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III. Third stage : Stoic theory ased for political parposes. 

1. Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity. 

2. Hobbes' Leviathan and the state of War, closed by 

social compact. 

8. Filmer's Patriarchia and the " Divine Prerogative" ; an 
original perfect state of nature assumed. 

4. Locke's Social Compact : original state of nature and a 
social compact assumed to justify the English Revo- 
lution. 

IV. Fourth stage: Rousseau goes further than Locke and sug- 
gests a restoration of the state of nature. 

1. Rousseau pleads absolute social equality, but does not 

attack religion. 

2. How his %'iew8 were received in the salon? How by the 

people ? 

3. Rousseau's great mistake : misunderstood the peasant. 

4. Mixed influence of Locke and Hobbes. 

REFERENCES. 

Maine, Ancient Law^ chaps, ill, iv; Ritchie, Natural Bights, 20-47; 
Hooker, Ecclesiastical Polity ; Macdonald, 229 ff. ; Hobbes, Lefoiathan ; Hallam, 
Hist, of LiteraturCy Constitutional Hist,, Indexes; Locke, Treatise on Civil 
Government; Lowell (L), Essays on Governmenty 186-188; Taylor Law oj 
Nature, in Annals of Am, Acad.y April, 1891. 

B. — ^The Method and Doctrine op Rousseau. 

L His method. 

1. Unhistoric : unfortunate in the history which he knew. 

From Greece and Geneva came his conception of a 
small state and his faith in absolute law-makers. 
Hence the doctrine of St. Just and the Jacobins. 

2. Scholastic : Truth may be gained from the considera- 

tion of words, the analysis of terms, and from defi- 
nitions. Advantage of this method ? 
II. Theory of the State of Nature. 

1. As expressed in the two Discourses, 

a. 1750 : " Science the Corruptor of Morals.' 
6. 1753 : " On the Cause of Social Inequality.' 

1. Natural man accurately described. 

2. The " normal" natural state. 

3. The uniform evolution. 

4. Real power and value of the discourse. 

2. Assumption of the state of nature in man's mind : the 

mind a tabula-rasa for the Constitution-maker* 
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m. The Social Contract : derived from Hobbes and Locke. 

1. Origin of society ; the problem; the solution. 

2. Cardinal principle : Popular sovereignty. 

a. Equality of the citizens as members of the sov- 
ereign : hence the revolutionary terms, frater- 
nity^ citizen^ etc. 

6. Hence the general idea of mutualism — leading to 
socialism. 

c. Usurpation of sovereignty the justification of revo- 
lution. 

3. Sovereignty: (a) inalienable; (6) indivisible : hence the 

resistance to "federation." 

4. The general will of the sovereign is the equivalent of 

law ; sovereignty may not be delegated. 

5. Government the minister of the sovereign ; that minis- 

ter should be an " elected aristocracy " (contradic- 
tion of nos. 3 and 4). 

6. The state should establish a " civil profession of faith" 

and prescribe dogmas. 

7. Revolutionary value of the Contract. 

IV. Educational theories of Rousseau as developed in the Emile 
and the Nouvelle Heloise (see Lowell, chap. xix). 

V. Rousseau's influence on European thought (see Fester's 
Rousseau und die Geschichtsphilosophie) . 

REFERENCES. 

Morley, Rousseau, I, chap, v; II chap, iii; Maugras, 176 ff. ; Livy- 
Bmhl, 236-70 ; Flint, 305-14; Mathews, 10, 39, 48, 63 ff.; LoweU (E. G.), 
274-302, 303-21; Sloane, 3-5, 44, 69, 168, 184; Peixotto, 8, 13, 16, 22 ff., 
passim; McCarthy, I, 79 ff. ; Lowell (L), Essays on Government, 136-138; 
Jaeger, 315-66; Madame de Stael, Lettres sur le Charactere et les Ouvrages de 
Rousseau (1788); Chuquet, Rousseau, (Paris, 1893); Davidson, Rousseau 
and Education according to Nature (New York, 1899) ; Gardiner, 16; Saints- 
bury, in Britannica, vol. XXI; Caird, Critical Philosophy of Kant, II, 356-7; 
Carlyle, Heroes, 170 ff. ; Schlosser, Hist, Eighteenth Century, I, 285-313; 
Bnineti^re, Hist, of French Literature, chap. 3 ; Compayre, History of Peda- 
gogy, 278 ; Quick, Ed. Reformers, 235 ; Huxley, in Nineteenth Century, vol. 
XXVII, 1 ; Garrison, in Harper's, vol. LVIII, 229; Blackwood, vol. XI, 137; 
Pollock, Science of Politics, 65 ff. ; Fester, Rousseau und die deutsche Oe- 
schirhtsphilosophie ; Rousseau, Contrat Social (French text in (Euvres, or 
translation by Tozer or Harrington) ; also the Emile, translated by Paine. 
See the works of Forster, Girardin, Meyer, Mahrenholtz, Desnoiresterres, 
and Lichtenberger. 
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EIGHTH LECTURE. 

Fbench Thought in the Eighteenth Century: Diderot and 

THE Encyclopedists. 

I. In the second half of the 18th century the men of letters 
appear as a new religious order. 

1 . Of this order Diderot was the high priest. 

2. Its ci^ed was the perfectibility of man ; humanism. 

II. Early life and character of Diderot. 

1. Educated by the Jesuits. His life as a literary " hack.*' 

His sufferings beget humanism. 

2. He was the great suggestive thinker. Voltaire secured 

men the right to think ; Diderot showed how to make 
thought productive. 

3. His powers as a conversationist: the meetings at 

D'Holbach's. 

III. His minor writings. 

1 . Influence of Shaftesbury : Diderot's principles of Moral 

Philosophy and Philosophic Thought, 1745-1746, 

2. Letter on the Blind, 1749. 

a. Doctrine of Relativity. 

b. Practical suggestions. 

3. Letter on the Deaf and Dumb, 1751. 

IV. The Encycloptedia. 

1 . Vast importance of the conception for the new religious 

order. 

2. Origin of the work. Its suppresssion, 1752. 

3. The crisis of 1757-9. 

a. Effect of D*Alembert's article on Geneva in volume 

Yll, The work suppressed. 
6. The breach with Rousseau caused by D'Alembert's 

article, 1758. 

c. D'Alembert withdraws. 

d. Birth of Robespierre and Danton, 1758-9. "Diderot 

— Danton already looks in the face of Rousseau 
— Robespierre." 

4. Completion of the work in 28 volumes, 1772. How mu- 

tilated by the publisher? 

5. Influence of the Encyclopaedia. 

a. Economic and political influence. 

h. Sceptical and materialistic influence. 

c. HamaDiBtic Influence ; value of the plates^ 

d. Character of Diderot's articles* 
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Diderot, (Eurvet and the Fncyelopedie ; Morley, Didsrot ; articles " Encyclo- 

Ssedia," and "Diderot," in Britannica; Taine, Andent Regime^ Index, Maugras, 
3 if.; Sainte-Beuve, Causeries d§ Lundi, III, 293-s513; 76., Portraits Littfy-airtt, 
1,239-64; Buckle, History of Civilization, Index; L^vy-Bruhl, 207-30; Jaeger, 
FranBd's, Rev., 242 ff.: Peixotto, Index; Mathews, 61 ff. ; McCarthy, I, 66 ff.; 
Ducros, Diderot (Paris, 1894) : Lacretelle, Histoire, III, 83 ff.; Dabney, 149 ff.: 
Cjarlyle, Essays. See also the works of Reinach,! Rosenkranz, Scherer, and 
Fonter. 



NINTH LECTURE. 

French Thought in the Eighteenth Century: Turgot and 

Necker, 1774-1781. 

A, — Last Days op Louis XV and the Accession op Louis XVI. 

(See the works of Carlyle, Saint Amand, Gonconrt, Roths- 
child, Watson, McCarthy, Rocqnain, and the Memoirs of Do 

Barri.) 

B. — The Statesmanship op Turgot (1727-1781.) 

I. Birth, education, and early life, 1727-1761 (Stephens 8 ff.). 

1. His ancestors, an honorable line of administrators and 

lawyers (Say's Turgot^ 16 ff. ;) Neymarck's Tur* 
goty I, chap. i). 

2. Education : destined for the Church. 

a. At the seminary of St. Sulpice ; his letter on Paper 
Money to Abbd de Cicd, 1749 (Stephens, 204-9 ; 
Say, 23; Neymarck, I, 10.) 

5. At the Sorbonne, 1749-1751 ; elected Prior, 1749 ; 
his two Discourses : TTie Advantages of ChriS' 
tianity, and The Progress of the Human Mind, 
(Stephens, 159-173.) Predicts Am. independ- 
ence; his general view of colonial policy. 
(Stephens, 322; Bancroft, Hist, of U. S., VL) 

c. Decides not to take orders ; dissuasion of his friends; 
his motives(Neymarck, I, 18 ff.). 

3. His early career, 1751-1761. 

a. Legal career, 1752-1761 : Dep.-Coun seller of Atty. 
Gen. (1752); Counsellor of Par. of Paris 
(1752) ; master of Requests (1753). 

h. His Lettre sur la Tolerance (ca. 1754), and the 
Conciliateur (1754); advocates separation of 
Church and State (Stephens, 210 flf.). 

c. Contributes five articles to the Encyclopaedia. 

d. His connection with the Philosophers ; friendship 

for Voltaire. 
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e. Influence of the Physiocrats ; of Gournay and 
Quesnay ; the birth of modern political economy ; 
Turgot's relation to Adam Smith; in what 
sense he favored centralized monarchy (Say, 
45-69). 

II. Intendant of Limoges, 1761-1774 (Stephens, 25-76). 

a. His difficult task and success in performing it. 

b. The Cadastre, scale of assessment for the taille. (Step- 

ens, 32 ff.) 

c. Abolition of the Corvee and removal of barriers to com- 

merce (Stephens, 41 ff.). 

d. Nature of his despatches to the ministers, his circulars 

to subordinates, and advice to the council ; memorial 
on Loans and Usury (Sur lea PrHes d* Argent)^ 1769 ; 
his seven letters to Abb^ Terray on Free Trade in 
Grain, 1770; his treatise /St^r la Formation et la 
Distributions des Bichesse% {17 66) ; its relation to 
Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations (1776). 

III. Controller of Finance, 1774-1776. 

1. Maurepas, Chancellor, 1774-1781 ; character; why Tur- 

got was selected as controller (Say, 99-101.) 

2. Turgot's advice as to the coronation oath (Neymarck, 

I, 238); his "programme** on taking office (Say, 
102). 

3. His plan for Council of education ; his idea of use of 

civic education. 

4. Attacks the grain monopoly ; the edict for Free Trade 

in Grain: The Preamble (Say, 119 ff.) ; the Bread 
Riots and their causes. 

5. Abolition of the Contrainte solidairS (Neymarck, I. 

225). 

6. Parliament recalled ; was Turgot right in resisting the 

recall ? 

7. The six great edicts : abolition of Corvee ; and of the 

Jurandes et Maitrises (wardenships and master- 
ships of trade and craft guilds) (see Stephens 
124 ff.). 

8. Many miscellaneous reforms. 

9. Causes of the fall of Turgot; opposition of the Queen; 

of all the privileged classes; of Maurepas (Ste- 
phens, 131 ff.), 

10. The *' Secret Letter *' to the King (Stephens, 140 ff.). 

IV. Estimate of the statesmanship of Turgot. 
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C. — The Comptrollership of Necker, 1776-81. 

I. Necker's character; trainiDg as a financier (Boiteau, chap. 15.) 

II. His general policy ; his Comptes Rendus : causes of his fall. 

REFERENCES. 

Say, Turgot (Trans, by M. B. Anderson, Chicago, 1888); Neymarck, 
Turgot et 868 Doctrines, 2 vols. ; Morley, Grit. Misc.^ I, 137-235; Peixotto, 
Index at "Physiocrats," "Tnrgot," **Quesnay*'; Dabney, Lowell, Index; 
Mathews, 66 ff., 91 ff.; Sloane, 6, 30, 43; Flint, 280-9; Watson, II, 81-77 ; 
Sepet, 138 ff. ; Gardiner, 16-26; Mignet, 9 ff.; Carlyle, I, book II, Jaeger* 
296 ff.; Kitchin, III, 472; Ingram, in Bntannica, vol. XXIII; /&., Hist, of 
Pol. Econ.^ chap. 6; Blanqui, Hist, of Pol. Econ.^ chap. 32; Nourrisson, 
1-192 (Turgot), 193-326 (Necker); Tocqneville, 146 ff. ; Lalor, Cyclopcedia^ 

III. 188-198 ; Stephens ( W. W.), Life and Writings of Turgot (London, 1896) ; 
Turgot, Formation and Distribution of Riches (New York, 1898) ; Turgot, 
(Euvres (2 vols., Paris, 1844) ; Necker, Compte Rendu and (Euvres (Paris, 
1820-1.) See also the worKS of Batbie, Cadet, Hodgson, Gomel, Hastier, 
Tissot, Boiteau, Bailly, Foncins. Jobez, and Viihrer named in the "Select 
Bibliography." 



TENTH LECTURE. 

The Call of the States-General and the Elections. 

I. The Old Regime begins to destory itself (Tocqueville, book 
II, chap, xix; Taine, French Rev,, I, v-vii ; Lucay, Assembles 
ProvincialeSy 159-274). 

1 . By creation of Provincial assemblies : leading to con- 
flict and confusion. 

a. 1778-9 : assemblies instituted by Necker in pro- 

vince of Berry (generality of Bourges) and 
Haute Guyenne (generality of Montauban). 

b. 17871 assemblies created in the pays d'election by 

Brienne (planned by his predecessor, Calonne). 

1. New elective parochial meetings supplant the 

Elus (judges in tax cases) and the tax- 
officers. 

2. District (arrondissement) assemblies supplant 

the sub-delegates. 

3. Provincial assemblies receive the power of in- 

tendants, but the office of intendant is not 
abolished. These assemblies have deliber- 
ative and administrative functions. 



20 

S. By mippresrion of the Fuliaineiit of Fbiis, 1788, and 
the cremtioD of new courtB (see II, bdow). 

3. By other admiiiiBtratiTe changes (see Tocqncrine, mm 
cited above). 

n. The FliBt Aaaembly of Notables (Carijle, cheiest, I). 

m. How shall the States-General be ccmstitQted and ofgaaized? 
(See Thierry's HiMory of Tien Etat for early practice.) 

1. Shall the precedent of the SUtes4^enaal of 1S14 be 
followed ? This referred to a second AssemMy of 
NoUbks, 1788 (Nov. 6 to Dec. 12). No actioift. 
t. The two questions (Lowell, 348 ff. ). 

a. Doable representation? (Decided Norember 27 

by King.) 
6. Vote by <^er or by head? Left for dcdsioa vntll 
after meeting of States-General. 
3. Cnrfs admitted to the Clerical Body, and lYotestaDta to 
the Tiers £Ut. 

IT. The Cahiers de Doleaoce and the £Iect<wal Assemblies (Low- 
ell, 342-376: Cherest. II. 394—462: Lichteaberger, 14-57; 
Stephens, I. chap, i: Carlyle, book IV, chaps, i., ii. : Dnral, 
Cakien d'Alenayn: Taioe. Reroliitiom^ 1, chaps. i.« ii. : Jaeger, 
532 ff. : Gardiner. 29-32 : DesjardLns. Cakien; Pbncins, Cmkien; 
Fa, University reprints >. 

1 . Great signif cance of the opportnnity for a general states 

ment of grievsnces (see Cariyle^ book IT, diap. 
ii. : Lowell, :W2-3). 

2. The Electoral Assemblies. 

a. Of the clergy: f !"» A meeting for each district; 

/ 2 > composed of bishops, abbots^ parish jNnesta, 
I and delegates from chapters and msonastefiea. 

( See Cahier of Clersrv of Caen. > 

b. Of the nobility: composed of all males of 25 
years: what provision for proxies? 

€, Of the Thini Estate : 

1. Franchise given to aU French subjects (not 

noble or clerical^' of 23 vears enrolled for 
taxes. 

2. Grades of assemblies aaJ cahiers, 

a. The village or parish: srev*tal vab» of 

these cahiers. 

b. The intermediate soir^cfx^?^ i«-'ji\ 

e. The district ■ oalv thsw^f vmk^becs w^nt to 
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8. Substance of the Cahiers. 

a. Distinctive complaints and demands of the three 
orders. 

6. Political or constitutional demands : as to king 
and ministry ; as to provincial assemblies and 
States-General; as to courts and judiciary. 

c. Legal reforms demanded (Lowell, 356-7). 

d. Social and economic demands (Lowell, 359-76). 
4. Incidents of the elections. 

a. Election of Mirabeau (Stephens, I, 47 ; Carlyle, 
book IV, chap. ii. ; Reynald's Mirabeau^ 89 ff.) 
6. Election in Paris. (Carlyle, book IV, chap. Ji.) 
c. " Spontaneous anarchy." (Taine, I, book I). 

V. The Pamphlets (Lowell, 322-341 ; Carlyle, book IV, chap, i., 
and book II, on the '* Paper Age;" Rocquain, many illustra- 
tions ; cherest, II, 202 ; Peixotto, 105 ff.). 

1. Early miscellaneous pamphlets (see Rocquain and 

Lowell.) 

2. The Manage de Figaro of Beaumarchais (1781) : its 

character and influence (Sain^Amand's Marie 

Antoinette, 31-41 ; Lowell, 326-30). 

8. Abbe Sieyes* Qu'est-ce que le Tiers Etai^ 1788 (see 
Lowell, 336-41 ; Jaeger, 499). 

4. The deluge of pamphlets, 1787 (Lowell, 334-5; Car- 
lyle, book IV, chap. i). 

VI. Political clubs and Anglomania (Carlyle and Lowell.) 

VII. Apprenticeship of insurrection, April 27-8, 1787 (see 
Carlyle's chapter, "Grown Electric ; " Jaeger, 498 ff. ; Michelet, 
80). 

REFERENCES. 

Bachez et Roax, Hist, Pari y I 262 ff. ; Moniteur^ toI. I ; Archives Par,, 
I-VIl (Cahiers); Gardiner, 29-34 ; Watson, II, 102 ff.; Cherest, vols. I, II; 
Peixotto, 61-124; Stephens, French Revolution^ I, 9-61; Sepet, 13S ff. ; 
Michelet, 73-95 ; Mathews, 102 ff. ; lllff.; McCarthy, I, 272-862 ; Lacretelle, 
VI, 280 ff.; Mlffnet, 17-26; Tocquevllle, 11-27; Reynald, Mirabeav, S9 ff., 
124 ff. ; Louis Blanc, Revolution, I, 72 ft. ; Duruy, 634 ff. ; Kltchln, 111, 487 ff. 
See also Lowell, Carlyle, Taine, Rocquain, Lucay, Siey^s, as cited above ; 
especially Gomel on Turgot's and Necker*s changes ; and compare the works 
of Champion, Chassln, Lavergne, Rey, Ferrln, Jobez, Goncourt {Marie 
Antoinette), Vlzetelly, and Thierry. 



22 



ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH LECTURES. 

MiRABEAU AND THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. 

I. Early life and character of Mirabeau. 

1. His ancestry; character of his father; of his mother; 

domestic environment. 

2. Education. 

3. The school of experience ; his acquaintance with the 

Ancient Regime and the effects. 

4. Rejection by the nobles and election as a deputy of the 

Tiers Etat. 

II. Opening of the Assembly. 

1. Mirabeau's reception. 

2. May 4, 1789 : The reception of the three orders and the 

procession (Carlyle). 

3. May 5 : States-General meet. 

a. Speech of the King. 

6. Speech of Barentin, Keeper of the Seals. 

c. Speech of Necker. 

1. His insincerity as to the deficit. 

2. He aims merely at taxation and fiscal reform. 

4. Fatal mistake of the government in not taking the in- 

itiative in constitutional reforms. 
6. Task of the Assembly as compared with that of the 
American Convention of 1787. 

III. Mirabeau's place in the Revolution. 

1. His policy. 

2. His legislative work. 

3. His diplomatic policy. 

4. Relation to Court and King. 

5. His death and the sorrow of the French people. 

REFERENCES TO MIRABEAU. 

Lomenie, Les Mirabeau; MSzl6res, Vie de Mirabeau; Erdmannsdorffer, 
Mirabeau; Stern, Das Leben Mirabeaus; Von Hoist, French Bevolution; 
Rousse, Mirabeau ; Bacourt, Correspondence avec La March ; Fling, Mirabeau 
and the French Constitution; his article in Am. Hist. Papers^ V., and his 
other articles mentioned in the "Select Bibliography"; Dumont, Becollec- 
tions; Reynald, Mirabeau et la Constituante ; Carlyle, Mirabeau^ in Essays; 
WWX^n., kirabeau; Reeve, I, 175-237; Cherest, III; McCarthy, II, 112 ff.; 
Mathews, 111 ff ; Sloane, and Peixotto, Index at "Mirabeau"; Stephens, 
Speeches of the Statesmen and Orators of the French Revolution. See also the 
histories of Carlyle, Mignet, Gardiner, Thiers, Sybel, Stephens, Sagnac, Dos- 
saalx, and Hazl^tt's essay. 
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